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9 July 1958

(" at 7:00 4.E, over “EC-TV (Washington) and the NBO-IV Hetwork:
CPYRGHT

La¥ih @aRROWAY ANU K10 H. (RS A Whai 3UFM SHLTHL
TOGETHER IN A DTULTG SeTTING.

GAROWAT: "During the past few wep<s, the plight of Americans held castive
in & number of foreign countries has shpcied many people in this country. In
Cubi, in Bast Germany, in soviet Russia, imericans have been held against t eir
will, and it seems that there is very ll:tle that we can do about it. 3Hut our
gaest now believes there is scmething we can do about it, and he has taken
definite steps in that cdirection. I wast you to meet Wr., iyle i, Munson, a
book publisher and distributor here in bew York, who has petitioned the Con:ress
for a letter of mark znd reprisal, undey the provision of the Constitution
which authorizes Congress to commlssion srivateers to engage in warfare agsinst
pirates.

"ir. hunson, first of all, I'd like to quote that provision, if [ nav,
from the Constitution, just to make this all legal, it's from article [, “setion
Vili, Faragraph II, and it says the Congress shall have the power to cdeclare
war, graat letters of mark and reprisai, and make rules concerning capturzs on
land and water. How, would you expiains, sir, just what & letter of asark and
reprisal 1s7®

SUNSON:  "rell, historically, .r. {irroway, a letter of mark and revrisal
has been used to comaisslon individuals or businessmen encaged in international
trade to protect their intsrests while tiey are at sea or outside the coniires of
the United States. Historically, this practioce came iato being during the
Revolutionary period when cur own Navy wus oot of sufficient strength to orotect
the interests of imerican citizens upon the high seas."

GARRORAY: “hell, 1 know the Congress authorised the “resident to grant
such letters of mark during the Civil “ar, but there's no record of it being
used, and with the growth of modem navics, there’s nothing of that kind lately.
¥hat Justifies reviying this old usage?*

HINSON: "hell, among other things, we have a situation in which reports
come out of Cuba, published in the press in this country, in whieh Mr. Zustro
is quoted az saying that imerican oitizeas being held hostage in his camp there
are the best possible ilnsurance agalast .ir vembardment, or 55 millimeter skells
falling in his camp.”

GARROKAY: "In the past, recipients of letiers of mark usually operatec
Ig{iﬂh:ﬂ, that 1s, individual vessols, as ;irates. At least the lxford

ctionary says that their acts would aglually be otherwise condamned as plraey,
in fect, Doesm’t thal place you outsice of the protection of law?™

AUNGON: "Yes, under a letter of mark and reprisal, any actlon is undertacen
t the private risk and persenal risk am expemse of the individual, and the
uestion has been rais=d by the press Lh.t 1t would not be possible for the
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iave pointed out to the press, and I shauld like to polnt out here, that the
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exscutive branch of the government has not been very successful ineffecting the
release of those who are pot being held; perhaps it would be necessary for
other fellow-imericans after zme to get .owother letier of mark and reprisal to
come after us if we should be captured -r held.,”

GARROWAY: ™well, you sent your peiition to Congress just a week apo, [
believe, a week or so azo. vhat Kind ¢~ reception did you get?®

KOYSON: “Speaker fayoum wrote, e July 1, that the petition has been
referred to the appropriate committee ¢ the Houss of Representatives, and this
suzpests to me at least that hearings will be held in the immediate future.
I'm verr hopeful that that will be the case.®

GAREOWAY: “Has t ere been any resonse from ihe puolic at large on this®"

EUNSON: "Yes. I've nhad a great mny telephone calis, letters, telegrars,
I think the most interesting phone call was one from 3ydney, Australia, st
6:30 the day before yesterdsy, om which occasion a gentleman representing to
speak for 50 austrelian men with militsy backgrounds volunieered the services
of these 50 to jolm in any expsdition w.ich our Congress might authorize.”

GAHRDVAYt %aind here are some cards and telegrams right here which engasze
other:volunteers in that same thing, as we can see.”

A TELEGEAY ¥Was S:Ed I8 S.0SE-UF, T8 SIGEATURE
E;ﬁf:? 33.!1?“.&“"‘” M’J

GARRO¥AY: *You have enough, then, for a crew of a ship.”

KUNSGH: “Oh, I should say, enough for a crew of several ships, and in the
present context, it would sesn to me th .t a man of war or the vesssl of a
privateer aight take the form of an aepsplane; a 7T boal, helicopter, or any
combination of ithese, and :ny other ins rument or vessel, or memns of conveyance
which 18 used in international trade.®

CARROWAY: "You woulén't have to h..ve a blg warship, necesssrily’"

HUNSCN: *Uh, I think not at all, it could assume any of ihese aspects,
and as I have pointed oul Lo the press, in earlier conversations, I think
primarily here, in terms of implementin, liassion with underground groups that
are known to exist in t:ose areas vhere .meritans are now belng held hostsaszs.

I atould like, il I might, to make this one polnt: I'm interestod here in
focusing imerican attention on this preilem, not aldne because of the imericans
that are now being held, but vecause of those who might be seized in many areas
of the country and of the world: I in 5y business serve 106 countries. There
are imericans living in all of these, #'d unless we in scne manner demonstrate
that we take this matter vsry seriously, where ls thing going to stop, and whe
is to say that soms pelty pirate is not -olng to seize American citisens and
hold them hostage ln any one of sany countries in the imnediate future.”

GAREROWAY: "Well, 1 know that ymé:r*e very serious aboail this. Yog served,
I believe, in the CENTEAL INT LLIGNCE .GExCY, and the JUffice of Strategic
Services, Is that Not right®®

M\{ed,&oﬁlngeL%%%geg?QQIOQIO? : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200350029-7




CPYR&Wproved For Release 1999/09/07 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200350029-7

Ga ROWAY: "When and whsre &id you servei’

RUNSON: "vell, durimg ierlin airlift time I served in Berlin and om the
continent of Furope, later during the Korean war period I served in Formosa,
Hong Kong, Sangkoik, ¥anila, that sres af the world,

Gaikidrat:s  "Do you have any ideas, iad can you give Lhem to us now on how
& letter of mark and reprisal can be used most effectively?®

HUNSON: "eell, again, 1 think lumsclately of the Herlin situation, where
we Iknow that the Americans are bedng helc in a bullding which is literally
within a stone's threw of the .merican $:ctor. How, I% sure that liberation
of those imericans would not be a asjor allitary task, and a couple of squadis of
volunteers could effect this. Kight I sixe this ome paint? If Aserican
citizens were being held as political prisoners in Washington, D.C., by the
aduinistration today, every pewspaper is the Jnited States would be protesting
this wit’ ;reat vigor and viclence. 3heild we, as izericans, and should the
press, protest the less vielently, when .unerican citizens are belng held by
ur enenies?”

GAEHOWAY: “What has caused this sfiuation? Bhy are we having citimens
held in foreign countries?®

MURSOR: "Well, it seems to me thab we have a pattern here, which probebly
reflects the Sowiet conspiruey or Sovied ‘irectiom., It's axtraprdinary that here
at this juncture in our history, all of « sudden we have .msricaas being held in
five different countries, axd ny whole & tempt here is sericusly to propose to
the Congress that since the executive bgunch has not acted, Congress om itw

own right can. WHe other “resident in - rican hietory ever has tolerated this kind

of indlgnity upon american citizens for po long. Ais a pro-iisenhower lepublican
I camnet conceive that Harry Truasn or Mranklin i, Hoosevelt or certalnly Teddy
Hoossvslt did not tolerate this kind of thing; I con't think our exscutive
should now,"

GaHROWAY: I womder what's causing ie situation to be as it is? ¥ny is
it tolerated? Is there some reason for thai? .re we afraid of starting a war,
a limited war, or a by nuclear war, if %2 go rescue somebody??

HUNSON: "Well, I have the impressisn that this is an atawsphere of
acquiescence in which we have lived for pome time. I personally have no fear
of any shooting war growing out of aay aliempt Lo reiease thess individuals,
The Soviets are winning without a shootis: war, sc why should they shoot?"

GARRWAY: ‘"vell, yes, thai's true, =0 far. However, they might shoot the

individuals invalved in goimz in oa a rescus squad, such as you point out in Gerlin”

HUNSON: "™Well, I spent some time ig areas of the wokid where I had to
conclude there are things worse than bein: shot or being dead. In the Far fast
those hidecus refugess from “hina, partigdarly, many of them were wishing that
they were cdead. This is mue: worse than helng dzad.”

Gal.ROWAYT:  “Thank you, very mach, Kp. dunsen. %e admire your sincerity in
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MONSON: "I arpreciate your having e

; ) ; letter of
AERIEAY:  "Thank sir. kKr. dumson takked about getting a N
mark ;r;&ﬁ:f-im, to ;:.{a the freedom of american citimn: being held captive
in five gountries of the world this mornt ., at this moment.
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